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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



"Trll^^tional application No. " 

PCT/JP00/04710 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



_, filed with the letter of 



I ] the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

[ | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[_] the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I | contained in the international application in written form. 

1 1 filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

["I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

\~ \ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I 1 the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-6 



1-6 



1-6 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1-6 

Document 1 : Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application 
of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 064098/1981 (Laid-open No. 174320/1982) 
(HIROSHI YAMAGUCHI), 4 November 1982 (04.1 1.82), page 3, lines 3-5 

The aforesaid document Ts "engagement part" is equivalent to this application's "locking 
part," so the subject matter of claims 1-6 is identical to the subject matter described in the 
aforesaid document 1 so it does not appear to be novel. 



Claims 1, 3-6 

Document 2: JP, 09-272583, A (SHOWA YUKI K.K.), 21 October 1997 (21.10.97), column 
3, lines 11-24 

The aforesaid document 2's "depressed and projecting engagement part" is equivalent to this 
application's "locking part," so the subject matter of claims 1 and 3-6 is identical to the subject 
matter described in the aforesaid document 2 so it does not appear to be novel. 



Claims 1-6 

Document 3: US, 5373944, A (YASUHIRO ISHITUKA), 20 December 1994 (20.12.94), 
column 5, line 63 to column 6, line 19 

Document 4: US, 5755323, A (HENRY ZAHN), 26 May 1998 (26.05.98), column 3, lines 
37-65 

Applying the aforesaid document 4 v s recesses and protrusions present in panels 32 and 34 in 
the aforesaid document 3's "position regulating protrusion" and "position regulating recesses" 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art. Therefore the subject matter of claims 1-6 does not 
appear to involve an inventive step. 
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(57) Abstract: A disk cartridge case (10), 
comprising a storage part (1) storing a disk 
cartridges (D) and an openable cover part (2) 
installed on an opening part (la) of the storage part 
(1) through a hinge part (3), wherein at least one 
locking part (6a) and (6b) engaged with each other 
are provided on both side faces of the opening 
part (la) of the storage part (1) and the opening 
part (2a) of the cover part (2) near corner parts 
(c) s whereby a case simple in manufacture and 
capable of sufficiently providing a lock holding 
force required in practical use can be provided. 
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